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or any other, in future to remove anything on to the land, so
that no person among those of the ships may speak with any
other from the fortress; and I took this decision as a result of
another letter from your highness, which I received by this
ship, wherein you again commanded that the fairs should only
take place on the shore, which is where they cannot be held.1...
Also, I desired to stop any wine from going out of the ships
to be sold to the residents. To this they responded by telling me
that they were taking it in accordance with the regulations of
your highness, issued by Esteuam Vaaz, and that they had
always added the customs on it to your account and that it had
been paid to you from here, without any embargo being placed
upon it; and although great injury was thereby inflicted upon
both yourself and the residents, this was ignored, and only the
resulting advantage to the barter of the wine of this 'lodge* had
been observed, so that at least three or four pipes arrive in every
caravel. Although I order it all to be stored in the warehouse
and to be given to the owners in accordance with custom, one
may suppose that, when they buy at nine or ten milreis per
pipe, it is not all to be sold to the residents, for there would be
little profit in that. Your highness should consider this and re-
member that, if the people who have to live in this 'lodge* do
not obtain from the captain the wine, which they have been
accustomed to drink and to draw from him, they may not buy
anything from the ships. It is necessary that all the wine that
comes by custom should be from Caparica, because all the other
goes bad, and for this reason they were always allowed to buy it.
In the regulations of this 'lodge' there is a patent, by which
your highness commands all captains to hold at fixed times in
the year a general inquiry, by virtue of certain articles contained
therein. I spoke about this to Bonadilha2, and he told me that he
did not think it was in the service of God or in the interest of
your highness, and for this reason he had not held any [enquiry?].
1 By a decree of 20 July 1519, King Manuel forbade pilots of ships, going
to Mina, from entering into the fortress of Sao Jorge da Mina, except on the
day of the fair. Torre do Tombo, ma9o 2 de leis, no. 124. I am indebted to
Mr. J. T. Furley for this reference and this information.
2 Bobadilha was evidently governor of SSo Jorge da Mina during the years
1509-10. See the preceding document